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Terrorists hijacked four pas-
senger jets and turned them into
guidedmissiles yesterday, striking
at US government and financial
capitals, in choreographed attacks
that left thousands feared dead
and that shredded the nation’s
sense of security.

With chilling precision in un-
der two hours, two suicide jet
crashes destroyed the landmark
twin towers of New York’s World
Trade Center. A third crumpled a
section of the Pentagon, and a
fourth plowed into a grassy field in
Pennsylvania. A congressman said
the target of the fourth jet may
have been Camp David, the presi-
dential retreat, 85 miles away in
Maryland.

A somber President Bush
vowed in a prime-time address
that the United States would use
all its resources to ‘‘find those re-
sponsible and bring them to jus-
tice. We will make no distinction
between the terrorists who com-
mitted these acts and those who
harbor them.’’

While Bush spoke, federal avi-
ation, intelligence, and law en-
forcement authorities struggled to
understand how they had been
caught so completely by surprise.
A worldwide investigation began
even before the chaos had eased in
New York andWashington, before
the plumes of ash had settled, be-
fore the victims had been counted
and cared for, and before the enor-
mity of events could be absorbed
by stunned and grieving Ameri-
cans.

Two of the commandeered
flights had originated at Logan
Airport, making Greater Boston a
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Long-standing concerns about
the adequacy of security at Bos-
ton’s Logan International Airport
gained new weight yesterday after
two jets that had taken off from
Boston were hijacked and later
crashed into the twinWorld Trade
Center towers inNewYork.

By last evening, airport and
law enforcement officials had of-
fered no information about who
seized the Los Angeles-bound
American Airlines Flight 11 and
United Air Lines Flight 175 or
how, or whether the hijackers had
help from others on the ground
who could have smuggled in
weapons before takeoff. The
flights left within the same 15-
minute span as jets leaving New-
ark and Dulles International Air-

port that were also hijacked and
crashed, one into the Pentagon, in
a terror campaign of astonishing
precision.

As the Federal AviationAdmin-
istration shut down all US air trav-
el yesterday, Logan officials began
evacuating and sealing the air-
port. Logan was expected to re-
main closed ‘‘indefinitely.’’

Last evening, Massachusetts
Port Authority aviation director
Thomas Kinton said whenever Lo-
gan reopens, there will probably
be ‘‘very significant’’ security
changes, including no more curb-
side luggage check-in and abanon
anyone except registered passen-
gers passing checkpoints.

Massport security director Jo-
seph Lawless, a longtime state
trooper who was former governor
William F. Weld’s chauffeur in the

W
ASHINGTON—
Itwas a day of
infamy, but Sept.
11, 2001, was a
day of infamy

unlike any other.
Itmarked themost lethal at-

tack on theUnited States in histo-
ry. Itmarked the end of a period
of incomparably carefree Ameri-
can optimism and openness. It
marked the beginning of a period
of incomprehensible domestic
fear and vulnerability.

It was a day of violence, rage,
mystery, grief, and, above all, the
very terror that gave this formof
warfare its name.

Themulti-pronged assaults on
theWorld Trade Center, themost

potent symbol of American eco-
nomic power, and on the Penta-
gon, themost formidable symbol
of Americanmilitary power,
brought the nation into awar—
the phrasewas tossed around the
capital with increasing frequency
as the day progressed—unlike
any the nation has fought before.

It also brought the nation to a
breathless, terrified standstill.

And in that standstill — in a
hushedmoment of trembling
fright, sensed coast to coast,
shared bymillions— therewas
the unmistakable feeling that a
barrier had been crossed, that the
country, and all of its sunny as-
sumptions of safety and its feeling
of breezy confidence, had
changed.

This is a different country this
morning.

The two towers of theWorld
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The hellish glass-and-steel
shards that rained from New
York’s storied skyline sliced pain-
fully throughNewEngland yester-
day in the homes of dozens of pas-
sengers who boarded planes in
Boston and died in twin fireballs
overManhattan.

A man from Dracut piloted
AmericanAirlines Flight 11.

A driving force of Boston’s new
economy was among his 81 pas-
sengers.

Bishop Kenneth A. Angell, the
Roman Catholic bishop of Ver-
mont, held a Mass at noon yester-
day to pray for the peoplewho had
been killed. Within hours, he
learned that his brother and his

sister-in-lawwere among them.
Garnet ‘‘Ace’’ Bailey, a member

of the Boston Bruins Stanley Cup
championship teams in 1969-70
and 1971-72, died in the attack.

So did a family of three from
Groton, a mother, father and their
3-year-old child.

As did a young mother of two
fromWorcester, an infrequent fly-
er who fretted about leaving her
children behind.

‘‘She was very into being a
mom,’’ said John Creamer, who
kissed his wife, Tara, goodbye be-
fore dawn as she headed for Logan
and her flight to Los Angeles. The
couple have two children, Colin, 4,
and Nora, 1. ‘‘She was just a kind
and loving wife and mother. And
she was everything to me and my
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New day of infamy
Thousands feared dead after planes hit towers, Pentagon

Crashes in NYC had
grim origins at Logan
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Alone amid the ruins of the firstWorld Trade Center tower, aman called out an offer of help yesterday. ‘‘It looked like nuclear winter,’’ said one nearbyworker.

LA-bound flights left trail
of grief in New England

In unfathomable way, we now
know terror and vulnerability
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NewYorkworkers evacuating a victim. Officials said it would take days to tally the casualties.
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A jetliner crashing in a ball of
fire into one of theWorld
Trade Center towers
yesterdaymorning.

The attack
on America
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